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Plan International Denmark and Danish development organisation
BØRNEfonden to merge, to deliver greater impact on rights for children
and youth in Africa

Copenhagen (4th December 2017) –
Leading girls’ rights NGO Plan International Denmark and Danish children and youth
development organisation BØRNEfonden are to merge, in a move designed to deliver
greater impact for vulnerable children and youth in West Africa.
By combining forces, the organisations believe they can do more to champion child
rights, equality between girls and boys and the development of strong, resilient
communities for the most marginalised children and youth in the poorest countries of
the world.
“This is an incredibly exciting and innovative opportunity to build on the best of both
organisations, with their complementary and distinctive strengths and capabilities,” said
Christine Bosse, chairman of BØRNEfonden, and Allan Fenger, chairman of Plan
International Denmark, in a joint statement.
“Together, we can do more where the need is greatest, giving children a voice,
particularly girls, and changing lives and social norms for the better. We are local and
we are global. We are stronger together.”
Plan International Denmark is part of Plan International, which is one of the world's
largest development and humanitarian organisations advancing children's rights and
equality for girls, with an annual turnover in excess of €850million. It is active in 73
countries.
BØRNEfonden is a Danish development organisation supporting children, youth and
their families and communities in Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali and Togo, focusing on
children’s health and education, as well as employability, entrepreneurship and
empowerment of youth. Every year BØRNEfonden benefits three million people,
enabling them to build a better future.
By joining together, the organisations believe they can drive real change for children in
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) era. For the first time in history, the SDGs
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provide the world with an opportunity to end extreme poverty in a generation, by
realising the rights of all children, and releasing the potential of girls.
Bosse said: “It has been a part of BØRNEfonden’s strategy to identify a partnership
that could empower our strategic goals and give leverage to our impact. By combining
our resources and expertise we can achieve greater effects locally in Africa. The need
for this has never been clearer. It is not a question of making declarations of intent, but
of taking action.
“Together we will be the biggest voice of children and youth in these countries - and we
intend to make a greater difference. We owe that to the children and to our loyal
sponsors and donors who fund change in the lives of children and youth.”
The new organisation - Plan BØRNEfonden - will become part of the Plan International
family, making it the largest privately-funded development organisation in Denmark,
with more than 70,000 children sponsored.
“Our joined work globally will produce strong results, and will have a major influence on
the lives of children, especially girls, in the years to come,” said Anne-Birgitte
Albrectsen, CEO of Plan International.
ENDS

BØRNEfonden:
BØRNEfonden has for more than 45 years worked in
some of the world’s poorest countries, and today, we are
among Denmark’s largest privately funded development
organisations.

About Plan International:
Plan International is an independent development and humanitarian
organisation that advances children’s rights and equality for girls. We strive
for a just world, working together with children, young people, our
supporters and partners.

BØRNEfonden works with long-term, local solutions in
order to empower the local communities to fight the lack of
future prospects that influence the local communities in
which we operate. BØRNEfonden’s knowledge and
experience are the foundation for attracting and
maintaining the supporters that enable the results, which
create a sustainable future for children, youth, families and
local communities. The UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals constitute the framework of our work.

We work with children, young people and communities to tackle the root
causes of discrimination against girls, exclusion and vulnerability.
We support children’s rights from birth until they reach adulthood. Our
work enables children to prepare for and respond to crises and adversity.
Using our reach, experience and knowledge, we drive changes in practice
and policy at local, national and global levels.
We are independent of governments, religions and political parties.
For over 80 years we have been building powerful partnerships for
children, and we are active in more than 70 countries.

National Organisations Australia Belgium Canada Colombia Denmark Finland France Germany Hong Kong India Ireland Japan Korea Netherlands Norway Spain Sweden Switzerland
United Kingdom United States Programme Countries Bangladesh Benin Bolivia Brazil Burkina Faso Cambodia Cameroon China Colombia Dominican Republic Ecuador Egypt El Salvador
Ethiopia Ghana Guatemala Guinea Guinea-Bissau Haiti Honduras India Indonesia Kenya Laos Liberia Malawi Mali Mozambique Myanmar Nepal Nicaragua Niger Nigeria Pakistan
Paraguay Peru Philippines Rwanda Senegal Sierra Leone Sri Lanka South Sudan Sudan Tanzania Thailand Timor-Leste Togo Uganda Vietnam Zambia Zimbabwe
Plan Limited, registered in England no.3001663. Registered address as above.
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Editor notes:


Ms. Christine Bosse is available for comments.



Anna Rørbæk, Head of Communication and Public Affairs, BØRNEfonden, is
availablevia aro@bornefonden.dk or +45 26210326



Carla Jones, Head of Communications, Plan International IH, is available via
Carla.jones@plan-international.org or +44 7582 839 140
In West Africa:
Plan International:
Francois Godounou, Communications & Public Relation Manager, Plan International
Benin, Francois.GODONOU@plan-international.org or + 229 64 51 97 97
Francoise Kabore, Communications Manager, Plan International Burkina Faso
Francoise.Kabore@plan-international.org and/or + 226 76 20 25 11
Thiekoro Coulibaly, PR & Communications Advisor, for Plan International Mali
Coulibaly.Thiekoro@plan-international.org and/or +223 76 29 40 42 or +223 44 90 09
56
Fabienne Atakpa, Communications Advisor, Plan International Togo
Fabienne.Atakpa@plan-international.org, and/or +228 91 30 30 31
BØRNEfonden:
National Director BØRNEfonden Mali , André Sinamenye, 00223 79 77 84 38
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organisations.
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future prospects that influence the local communities in
which we operate. BØRNEfonden’s knowledge and
experience are the foundation for attracting and
maintaining the supporters that enable the results, which
create a sustainable future for children, youth, families and
local communities. The UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals constitute the framework of our work.

We work with children, young people and communities to tackle the root
causes of discrimination against girls, exclusion and vulnerability.
We support children’s rights from birth until they reach adulthood. Our
work enables children to prepare for and respond to crises and adversity.
Using our reach, experience and knowledge, we drive changes in practice
and policy at local, national and global levels.
We are independent of governments, religions and political parties.
For over 80 years we have been building powerful partnerships for
children, and we are active in more than 70 countries.

National Organisations Australia Belgium Canada Colombia Denmark Finland France Germany Hong Kong India Ireland Japan Korea Netherlands Norway Spain Sweden Switzerland
United Kingdom United States Programme Countries Bangladesh Benin Bolivia Brazil Burkina Faso Cambodia Cameroon China Colombia Dominican Republic Ecuador Egypt El Salvador
Ethiopia Ghana Guatemala Guinea Guinea-Bissau Haiti Honduras India Indonesia Kenya Laos Liberia Malawi Mali Mozambique Myanmar Nepal Nicaragua Niger Nigeria Pakistan
Paraguay Peru Philippines Rwanda Senegal Sierra Leone Sri Lanka South Sudan Sudan Tanzania Thailand Timor-Leste Togo Uganda Vietnam Zambia Zimbabwe
Plan Limited, registered in England no.3001663. Registered address as above.
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sa@bornefonden-ml.org

National Director BØRNEfonden Burkina Faso, Christophe Zoungrana,
00226 71 89 00 80, cz@bornefonden-bf.org

National Director BØRNEfonden Togo/Benin, Christa Nedergaard Rasmussen
00228 90 31 28 43, cnr@bornefonden-tg.org

Deputy National Director BØRNEfonden Togo/Benin, Julia Lehmann
00229 61 98 57 57, jlbj@bornefonden-bj.org
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